Zeeland Charter Township
Board of Appeal Minutes 

August 29, 2006

The Board of Appeals of Zeeland Charter Township held a special meeting in the Township Hall on July 25, 2006 at 7:00 PM.

Members present: Dirk Pyle, Dick Geerlings, Bruce Knoper, Henry Steenwyk and Tom Oonk. Absent Jerry Overbeek and Max Michmerhuizen.

A motion was made by Dick Geerlings and supported by Henry Steenwyk to appoint Bruce Knoper as temporary Chairman in the absence of Jerry Overbeek Carried

The meeting was called to order by acting chairman Knoper.

The minutes of the July 25 meeting were not mailed to the ZBA members and were not available for review and approval.

Tom Oonk read the public notice to review the request from Gerrit Hoogenraad of 8485 North Maple Court for a variance of Section 4.20 D of the Zeeland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance to build a four season room 38 feet from the rear lot line.

The public hearing was declared open by acting chairman Knoper. 

Applicant Hoogenraad recited the reasons why he is asking for this variance which included the fact that there is commercial zoning in his rear yard with a county drain easement and a bermed buffer area. Two neighbors also spoke on his behalf. No one was present to speak against the request.

A motion was made by Geerlings and supported by Steenwyk to close the public hearing. Motion carried.

After discussion by ZBA members a motion was made by Pyle and supported by Steenwyk to grant the request to add the12 foot room addition as requested for the following reasons: 1. There is sufficient buffer behind this lot to overcome the reasons for the required 50 foot rear yard requirement. 2. There is Commercial zoning in the rear yard with the back of buildings and no public activity facing this property. 3. There was a precedent set next door with a permit issued for a 3 season room. A roll call vote was taken with the following results: Ayes – Pyle, Geerlings, Knoper, Steenwyk and Oonk.

Nays by absence – Michmerhuizen and Overbeek. Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn carried.

Don Mannes recording secretary

